Sue Woodward passed away on Tuesday, March 2nd at 9:30 am. There will be a memorial service in Durham, NC. The service will be on Sat. Mar. 13 at 11:00 a.m. at Duke Memorial United Methodist Church, located at 504 W. Chapel Hill St. in Durham.

Many, many folks knew Sue primarily as one of the hugest fans of bluegrass and folk music you could ever imagine. Her earlier battles with cancer never kept her from jumping in the car, driving to and attending MerleFest, Winfield in Kansas, concerts in upstate NY or here in NJ, concerts down in Florida or anywhere in her home state of North Carolina, and most recently various shows in New York City, including in Brooklyn where she was residing with one of her daughters.

What many do not know is that Sue facilitated Beppe Gambetta's earliest forays into the U.S. They first met while Sue was living in Italy. She was there in the early days of Red Wine. It was in 1989 when I first met Beppe that I took over his bookings and then his management for the next ten years. But it was with Sue's input in the beginning that helped me to help Beppe jump-start his career in this country. I don't think Beppe (or Red Wine) could have a bigger or better fan... and friend in Sue Woodward.

After a 13-month battle with acute myeloid leukemia and while awaiting a bone marrow transplant, not even two weeks ago Sue was abruptly and unexpectedly admitted to ICU with blood levels that had essentially run amok. Over the next week, she became weaker, less responsive. Her two daughters, Georgia and Giulia Bianchi, ever at her side, and with the assistance of several friends emailing and calling around, Beppe was contacted. He made a quick trip from upstate NY to be at Sue's side this past Monday, March 1, to offer one last private concert. She passed away peacefully the next morning.

Sue's Facebook page is still up; please visit it if you get a chance. Perhaps leave a note for her daughters and two lovely granddaughters whom she adored. If you were a personal friend and can be at the memorial service, I know Georgia and Giulia would love for you to join them to celebrate Sue's life.
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