18th annual Bluegrass festival in South Bohemia - Jamboree Strakonice

On May 29th–30th 2009 the Jamboree Strakonice took place in Czech Republic. It was very cold and rainy and the weather forecast was just terrible. Although everything was prepared for an outdoor festival, the promoter decided to move the festival indoors in the House of Culture.

The main program started at half past seven and there were ten bands performing, including Blue Ground, Pavlina Jisova & Friends, Poutnici, Relief, and New Section. Special guest that evening was the finalist of the Czech superstar TV contest – the former Modrotisk banjo player Ondra Ruml (2nd place) and the Eliska Ptackova band. Of course the final act was as usual the band COP.

Saturday started at 10:30 with the Bluegrass Session No 9. Instead of on the beautiful castle yard, inside again. There were nine bands performing, Kvintet, Grassroad, Goodwill, Blu Rej, Brzdari, G2 from Sweden, 3B, and Country Cocktail.

The main program began at 4 p.m. with Blackjack, who won the #1 Audience Popularity Award at the EWOB Festival in Holland. Because the boys left the Netherlands before the award ceremony, Ondra Kozak, the Kreni guitar player, who plays occasionally fiddle with Blackjack as their special guest, presented the award to them.

As next bands Flash Back, Petr Brandejs Band, Kreni, Petr Kus & Famy, New River Train (Austria), Blue Gate, Eliska Patckova & Acoustic Band, Monogram, the legendary Blanket, G2 from Sweden, Modrotisk, and the final band – Robert Krestan & Druha Trava.

Everybody was happy, because musicians had no frozen fingers and the house was big enough also for other activities than just listening to the music. Both nights, the jam sessions in the Country Saloon and other places went till the dawn. 

There was no more rain on Sunday. So let’s hope for nice weather for the next year. Thanks, Petr Kuklik, for this beautiful festival.

Lilly Pavlak in Bülach, Switzerland, 12 June 2009

