From Kate Lissauer:
 

Following the wonderfully successful and fabulously fun old-time music weeks in Andalucia of the past two years, we are pleased to announce that Spainmusic Old-Time week is happening again, Sunday through Sunday, May 10-17, 2009.  This year Tim Bing, West Virginia’s most revered and, in our opinion, most delightful, living banjo player, will be joining the teaching staff to teach banjo alongside his brother Dave Bing, who will once again be teaching fiddle.  This impossible-to-surpass brother team will be assisted by Kate Lissauer, John Whelan, and Peter Dunn, who offer one-on-one support to beginners, and workshops in backup guitar and singing with your instrument.  
 

Dave Bing, known internationally as a master fiddler and hugely knowledgeable carrier of American traditional and bluegrass fiddle styles, is also a highly accomplished banjo player and guitarist, and excellent singer.  He has many years of teaching experience at home and in the UK, and is regarded as one of the best and most accessible music teachers around.  His brother Tim has been the undefeated state champion of clawhammer banjo playing for many years, and is also a superb bluegrass player and fine old-time singer.  Together, the brothers have a dynamic musical rapport which is second to none, and which inspires just what we are hoping to foster at this old-time music week—a better understanding of the music and how to share it with others.  Duet and ensemble playing are part of the programme, as is development of technique and repertoire, and support for individual style.  All levels of ability are welcome, and classes, which are usually about 6-7 strong, have included complete beginners alongside highly experienced players.
 

The residential week is held in a beautiful and remote part of mountainous south-eastern Spain, an hour’s drive north of Almeria.  The site is self-contained, all meals are provided, and rooms are shared with one or two other people.  Double rooms for couples are available.  Non-playing spouses, friends and family members are welcome, but we must charge the same fee to everyone:  £475 per person, £240 per child 14 or under, and £375 for participants who are camping on site.  There is plenty to do in the area and nearby, including sightseeing in the national park, visits to beaches, rock climbing, hill walking, and visits to Granada or other places of cultural interest.  (Although we have found in the past that no one particularly wants to go anywhere else once they have arrived!)  Room, full board, tuition and use of all facilities, including a 20-meter swimming pool, are included in the price.  Participants must provide their own transportation, and we can help and advise with that, and can arrange transport from Almeria airport, which can normally be shared with other participants.
 

A deposit of £100 will secure a place on the course.
 

For more information, any questions, and photos, please contact Kate Lissauer at kate@katelissauer.com , or 01373 474 110.    
