SCOTLAND REPORT FOR BLUEGRASS EUROPE
 

The Midnight Rambers' late July UK tour and their performance at the Guildtown Festival and Southern Fried was a brilliant success. A shinning highlight of the tour was 'The Sage' gig in Newcastle where the band played to thousands of attendees many who were hearing live bluegrass for the first time - the crowd were thrilled with this talented  US line-up. Similarly when the band performed at Perth Theatre to a capacity  audience there were many new converts to bluegrass and the CD sales for the band were quite amazing. Needless to say the band will be returning to the UK next May to take part in a follow up tour after their mainland European performances.
 

Southern Fried is the Americana music event that runs in conjunction with Guildtown Bluegrass Festival in Perth, Scotland and top band Hayseed Dixie were a great credit to the event and proved very popular, particularly introducing younger people to the high powered  bluegrass influenced band sound. The SBA sponsored young bluegrass musicians to attend bluegrass tuition at the Living Tradition, Common Ground summer school at Dundee University, West Park conference centre. This was a great event and proved very popular, so much so that a much extended programme will be offered next year with professional bluegrass tutors from the USA. The event will be run in the week before Guildtown 2010 and will offer a complete accommodation and event package. Recently we have also had a great tour by The Wilders and a current tour by the popular band The Hotseats. Talent agency, Bluegrass Knights run by SBA supporter Loudon Temple is very active in Scotland and the UK bringing in bluegrass related music of a very high standard and doing a fine job of publicity and promotion.
 

Last year the UK parliament brought in new regulations for employment and work permits for foreign entertainers and the Scottish Bluegrass Association have been first to obtain full approval and to offer visiting US and Canadian bands the facility of a free employment agency and sponsorship for UK  bluegrass and old time tours. Two really amazing bands benefitting from this over the summer have been The Carter Brothers and The Foggy Hogtown Boys. The SBA now have a range of sponsorships lined up and UK tours in the pipeline for 2010 including The Chapmans, Remington Ride; The Craig Duncan Band; The Smith O'Reilly Band and more to be announced. 
 

We are now looking forward to a new Scottish bluegrass festival supported by the SBA; The Moniaive Bluegrass Festival  which is to be held on the weekend of 25th September. This event will headline Wayne Taylor and Appaloosa who are on an SBA tour of the UK at that time.  In addition to this we are planning a visit from the highly talented and good fun band from Devon, England, The Thunderbridge Bluegrass Boys who have gigs organised for the 24th and 25th of October.  Following this  the amazing Tony Furtado plans to visit Scotland and run a banjo workshop followed by a concert on the evening of 17th of November.
 

The SBA have taken over the e-magazine Bluegrass & More... from our dear colleague Dee Hallet and you can check this out at www.scottishbluegrass.com/bluegrassandmore.htm  This publication has a circulation of over 20.000 which has been achieved by commercial links with online concert ticket agencies. The magazine is sent out monthly to subscribers and invites contributions and adverts which are free of charge. This is a great service to bluegrass businesses and the global cyberspace bluegrass community.
 

Best Wishes
John Sheldon,
Scottish Bluegrass Associaton,
EBMA country rep.
