Report from John Sheldon, EBMA national representative for Scotland, July 2009

Two shining highlights on the Scottish bluegrass scene have been the two sell-out UK tours organised by the Scottish Bluegrass Association; the first involving ten gigs for Gold Heart and the second involving five gigs for Laurie Lewis & the Right Hands. For those of you into YouTube, check out the Gold Heart tour video <http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=71052011&msgid=845334&act=MWJ4&c= 363990&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DPEo-rqtb1T4> http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEo-rqtb1T4. We had a lot of fun on the tour and this included teaching Trent Gold, the band’s bass player, how to drive on the wrong side of the road. Many thanks to all the UK promoters who worked with the SBA on these tours.

Gold Heart are rising stars in the bluegrass universe and are tipped for IBMA awards in 2010. If you missed them, get yourself a copy of their brilliant CD Never let go. Audiences were simply knocked out by this super talented family band.  The band also did two Bluegrass in the Schools presentations under the SBA programme and this involved playing and explaining the music to over 500 school children in central Scotland. The presentations were very well received and teacher and pupil feedback was excellent.

Laurie Lewis & the Right Hands was a recently run tour arranged at short notice by the SBA in conjunction with German promoters. All the gigs sold out to standing room only in spite of the short notice. The music was fabulous; this is a band at their peak and Laurie’s music and stage presence is sheer perfection. The audiences reacted with such appreciation as the band ticked every box. Again, for those that missed out, check out Laurie's latest CD – it’s a killer. www.laurielewis.com
The SBA will be touring the Midnight Ramblers which is a young five-piece band of great talent and enthusiasm whose latest CD Let it shine is proving a top seller and received a great review in Bluegrass Unlimited. The band were featured in the last edition of BBN and there is more information at www.midnightramblers.net. The band has recently added a dobro player and they will be the headline act at the SBA Guildtown Bluegrass Festival which although a small event is the longest-running UK bluegrass festival (in its 23rd year) and sells out year after year. Guildtown is financially supported by Homecoming Scotland, an initiative of the Scottish Government, and also receives sponsorship from the Anglers Inn.

Side by side and in partnership with the Guildtown Bluegrass festival is Southern Fried which is Perth’s festival of American roots music run by the Perth Concert hall in association with the SBA. This event features bluegrass workshops and a late-night Friday evening Bluegrass Show on 31 July are also featured in a stunning programme with Hayseed Dixie in concert on Sunday night 2 August as well as a great array of country music. Check out www.horsecross.co.uk for the full programme.

This summer will see the SBA working in partnership with Living Tradition summer schools (www.livingtradition.org.uk) to offer bluegrass music and bluegrass instrumental instruction in Dundee at the beginning of August. 

It is worth mentioning the link to http://www.scottishbluegrass.com/network.htm which is a page maintained by the SBA in association with the EBMA for announcing up and coming European bluegrass tours. You will see that the SBA are touring Wayne Taylor and Appaloosa www.waynetaylorandappaloosa.com which is a five-piece line-up of veteran pickers and sideman supporting the awesome talent of Wayne Taylor. Tour details are at www.scottishbluegrass.com The band have just released an amazing new CD.

Also the Wayne Taylor tour will feature a bluegrass tuition event by the band held in Linlithgow in September. The tour schedule for Wayne’s band is in this issue which includes a new Scottish festival supported by the SBA; Moniaive Michaelmas Bluegrass Festival in late September check out www.moniaive.org.uk which is a beautiful village near Dumfries just north of Carlisle.

The SBA are in a position to offer financial underwriting to any UK promoter who is willing to run a bluegrass gig for the first time. In addition the SBA are now approved by the UK Border Agency sponsorship system which replaces the previous work permit scheme for foreign entertainers. The SBA offers the facility of sponsorship to selected US bluegrass bands along with support and advice to UK bluegrass promoters and festivals so if you are in the UK and are interested in promoting or are running an event and need assistance and support, get in touch with secretary@scottishbluegrass.com.
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