26th Annual Festival 'Posviceni v modrem', Jablonec, Czech Republic

There are still many festivals in Czech Republic I have known about for years, but never visited them yet. 'Posviceni v modrem' (Celebration in Blue) was one of them. The 26th Anniversary 'Celebration in Blue' took place 14 November 2009 in the Europe Center in Jablonec, a town near the German-Polish border in the beautiful Bohemian Paradise.

In the times of darkest totalitarianism, when for me it was impossible and forbidden to visit my old country Czechoslovakia, I heard about Jablonec as the hotbed for bluegrass and country music. Also about that festival, so I really was curious to visit it once. During my last stay in November I was finally able to go there. 

It took me six hours by train from my hometown, Brno, on that cold November Saturday. I found the place quite easily and I made it just in time at 3 p.m. - just before the festival started. At the door I got a program and band list, which could be also used as a ballot for the festival Band Contest. The winning band is supposed to get a roast goose.

This year came seven fine bands from across the country.

Blackjack already won several international awards and performed there its classical repertoire.

For the first time I my life I saw the band Handl, with beautiful singer/ upright bass player Lenka Krausova. They played a lot of their own material.

Then came Sunny Side, as a show band in the Flatt & Scruggs tradition. Always very well dressed, dancing around the microphone. The audience just loved them. 

Next was the band Blue Gate, around a female singer/electric bass player, Ilona Leichtova, with their contemporary bluegrass. They showed a lot of temperament.

The front man of the next first-class band G-Runs & Roses is a young Dutch multi-instrumentalist, Ralph Schut, who immigrated to Czech Republic just a couple of years ago because of much more opportunities to play with musicians on the same level there. They performed also some old sweet country music covers, and great instrumental pieces.

The next young band, Kreni, was proclaimed as the best European Bluegrass Band in the band contest at the La Roche-sur-Foron festival in France. Unfortunately they came without their great dobro player, just as a quartet. Next to Druha Trava and Monogram, Kreni are one of the very best instrumental bands in CZ. They play mostly their own material.

The audience wanted more, but the banjo player, Michal Wawryczek, who plays next to Kreni also with G-Runs & Roses, had to leave with his other band, as already Blackjack and Sunny Side did before, to play an evening set at another festival about one hour driving distance from there. So we just got only one encore - their version of '500 miles'.

The last band of that night was Funny Grass - as the name already says, another show band. They love next to bluegrass also the Irish music.

Finally the ballots were counted and we learned who won this year.

1. Sunny Side

2. Blackjack

3. Kreni

Because the winners already left, the entire remaining musicians shared the tasteful roast goose. I also got a piece and it was delicious! 

Thanks to the promoter Jaroslav Handlir, who has taken care of this beautiful festival for the last twenty years. If some of you will be in Europe next year, remember the date 13 November 2010. And go there! You will love it for sure.

Lilly Pavlak in Switzerland, 15 December

