I have here one devastating information for Czech bluegrass (partly translated from the first obituary notice as it appeared on the Czech bluegrass portal www.bgcz.eu): On 18th August 2009, one great man of Czech bluegrass, Mr. Milan „Stranger“ Leppelt, has forever left us, aged only fifty years.
The sudden tragedy was caused by a wasp bite.

He has done heaps for Czech 
bluegrass... as a musician, banjo player and singer, songwriter, publicist and translator, an expert and tireless promoter of bluegrass, and last but not least, as an incredibly kind and helpful man. 

He will be sorely missed among his band mates in BG Cwrkot, where he played since 1991, in the Czech Bluegrass Association, whereof he used to be a member for many years and during several last years also its secretary; he will be missed by everyone, who knew him, who he gave lessons to, who co-operated with him, by everyone who ever spent with him some good times on countless concerts, festivals and jams. He will be also missed by all those people, who didn’t know him personally, yet they knew him through reading his translations and articles in “Bluegrass listy”, in GrassPress, on the BAČR web pages and on other bluegrass oriented websites. 

He will remain forever a part of Czech bluegrass history, he will forever remain within our hearts… Please join us in offering Milan a silent memory.
You can bid your last farewell to Milan on Tuesday 25th August 2009 at 14:40 in the town church in Police nad Metují.
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