Laurie Lewis, Tom Rozum, & Red Wine in the Swiss Alps: Interlaken, 13 March 2010

During this year's European tour Laurie & Tom made a stop in Interlaken, Switzerland, last Saturday. The great Italian band Red Wine, who invited them to play their Bluegrass Party Number 2 in Genoa, joined them. They are playing several concerts together.

As the advertisement said: 'White Mountains & BlueGrass'... I’d like to add '& Blue Sky'.

On my way there I made a lot of pictures through the window of a train, thinking about the Blue Highway song... But that would be maybe too much of blue...

The concert took place near the Lake of Brienz. Red Wine started the evening with the song 'Blue night', and many others followed. The audience loved specially the Barry & Holly Tashian song 'Two ways to fall' and Sylvio’s instrumental 'Misleading' about his grandma blues.

After 'Little blackbird' they called their guests on the stage. Laurie greeted the audience in German and everybody liked it.

They started to play Bill Monroe’s instrumental about a festival in California, 'Golden West', then she asked Martino to sing something and they sang together James Taylor’s 'Bartender Blues'. Wonderful!

After Jimmy Rodgers's 'Miss the Mississippi and you' with double fiddles and the great Laurie’s vocals she says she is very brave coming to Switzerland and yodel! That makes everybody laugh.

After a break they started with 'Beaver Creek' from her newest CD, Blossoms. Requested was the Louvin Brothers song 'I wish I had a dream'.

She told us, how she loves to come to Switzerland and see so many friends every time and dedicated them her song 'Old friends'. Another request was the Carter Family’s 'My Dixie darling'.

Tom said his mandolin is too dry and he has to repair something. So Laurie and Sylvio played some beautiful old-time banjo + fiddle tune for us. When he returned, Tom sang a great tango song.

One of the highlights of the evening was when the band came in the front of the stage and performed 'naked', without mikes, 'Who will watch the home place'; a big part of the audience were singing with them.

That was supposed to be the last song, but of course we did not let them go. The first encore was 'My old Kentucky home', but everybody wanted more. 

A girl from the audience named Irene asked to play a song with them on her blues harp. She said she was very nervous, but the song 'Rocky Road Blues' was well done. 

It was an unforgettable evening. Many thanks to the brave promoter Martina Ruhmann, who decided to organize the concert in the last moment. Good job, Martina! 

She also took first-class care for the musicians. Sure, they enjoyed every moment of their short stay in the beautiful Swiss mountains and will remember the good times for long. We all hope to see them again, soon.

Red Wine Bluegrass Party Number 2 will be held in Genova, Italy, Friday and Saturday, March 19th and 20th. 

Lilly Pavlak 

In Buelach, March 15th, 2010
