Lilly of the West together with Radim Zenkl (CZ) and Lubos Malina (CZ) 
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For both concerts Lilly of the West teamed up with special guests from the Czech Republic. Mandolin virtuoso Radim Zenkl , who has been living in California for 20 years, together long time friend – master banjoist Lubos Malina. Both have a passion for Bulgarian folk music and attended workshops in specific Bulgarian instruments such as the “Kaval”. 
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On the 17th and 18th of March Zenkl and Malina joined Lilly’s band at their shows in “Tea House” on St. Patrick’s day and on “SKAT TV”. Together they presented a mixture of bluegrass, country, Irish and Bulgarian folk music. Lilly’s band featured Yasen Vassilev on guitar, Ivan Penchev on fiddle and Borislav Bojadjiev on percussion. 
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 Highlights of the program were two Bulgarian songs, performed in unusual beats, such as 7/8 and 11/16, which Malina and Zenkl mastered well. Future plans have been made between the musicians to create a repertoire of bluegrass with Bulgarian rhythms. 
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