Kruger Brothers in Prague

The last concert of this year's Kruger Brothers European tour was in Prague on April. The famous Czech banjo builder Jarda Prucha and his company Prucha Bluegrass Instruments organized it in the culture center Novodvorska.

The first set of the evening belonged to Monogram – last year voted the European Bluegrass band of the year in La Roche-sur-Foron. Maybe some of you have seen them in Nashville, or at some European festivals. I've known them for ages, but for me this was their best performance ever. The biggest success was an instrumental piece about a Romanian bluegrass festival. The applause almost brought the house down. The boys were joking, how they played before Druha Trava that night, DT played for Obama next morning. So they actually opened for Druha Trava and Obama then.

The Kruger Brothers love to play in the Czech Republic. They performed for the first time at the famous Banjo Jamboree Kopildno in 1998. And since their childhood they have several good Czech friends in Switzerland. They told us they chose banjo and guitar as kids, because those instruments were easy to take with everywhere. They loved to go to the woods and play their instruments in the forest. When older, they met some groups of young people, strangers, like themselves (they still felt like strangers, being originally German) with guitars and banjos, playing the Czech tramp songs at the campfires...

Jens was so fortunate, he was asked by Bill Monroe to become a Blue Grass Boy (the first from outside the U.S.) when he was 19 years old. All the time with Monroe, he stayed with him on his farm and helped out there. Bill Monroe told him not to play bluegrass, because he was not from Kentucky - but to try to find his own music. Jens did not like it then: he wanted to sound like his idols, Flatt & Scruggs. In Europe everybody wanted them to sound like Americans. 

But with time, they started to perform in the U.S. and found out that the audiences there want to hear more than 'Foggy Mountain Breakdown'. So they started to play their own music on the stage. And people loved it, they attend their concerts and it was the beginning of their great success. America loves them very much. Seven years ago they were getting so many requests to play there, they decided to move over. Uwe dared to take the big step first and he found his home and a girl he loved there. Jens with his family, Joel, and their soundman Philip Zanon with family followed soon. They all live in North Carolina now. 

The Czech crowd just loved them. They played two sets of their beautiful music, and people could not get enough of them. Janet and Greg Deering, from the Deering Banjo Company (Jens plays their banjo) were in the audience. But for the last encore, the 'Orange Blossom Special', Jens asked Jarda Prucha to try one of his banjos and told us that Jarda is one of the best banjo builders ever.

And it was five to midnight and the last public transportation was at 12 p.m. My Prague friends whom I stayed with told me to run to catch the last bus. So I was sorry to leave, without even saying goodbye. But their beautiful music sounded in our ears the whole night.

Hope one day the Kruger Brothers will be able to record their Suite with the Czech Symphony Orchestra. The next U.S. premiere will be in Boston with MA Symphony.
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