Nashville-based Bluegrass/Alt. Country duo Jeff & Vida arrive for an extensive tour of Ireland and the UK shortly to coincide with the release of their new album Selma Chalk - see below for details and full itinerary.  
 
For further information, interview requests, guest lists, CDs etc. please contact: 
 
Geraint Jones @ G Promo PR
Phone: 01584 873211 
Mobile: 07855 724798
Email: GPromo@btinternet.com  
Web: www.GPromoPR.com
 
 
 
“In a city that values its rhinestones, they are managing to make music that is real and true, the thing itself as opposed to a parody of the thing. Theirs are the songs you long to hear late at night on the interstate, in pool halls and smoky whiskey bars.” New York Times
 
JEFF & VIDA
 
SELMA CHALK
 
Label                    Rosebank Records
Release Date        September 14 2009
 
It starts with a bang - an aural blast on the mandolin and fiddle. Then the guitar comes in, rollicking along, and so begins ‘Heartache Train’, the lead-off track on Selma Chalk, the new CD from Jeff & Vida. Blending traditional bluegrass and modern alt-country, their original songs have that elusive, genuine front-porch feel.
 
In eleven years of playing together, Jeff Burke and Vida Wakeman have performed at Nashville's Ryman Auditorium, the main stage of the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival, and even Malaysia's Rainforest World Music Festival - all part of their rigorous tour itinerary, which often has them on the road over 200 dates a year. Between seemingly endless concert appearances, the duo got together earlier this year to record their long-awaited fourth album Selma Chalk with some of Colorado's best country and bluegrass pickers. Vida Wakeman’s unmistakeable voice has been compared favourably to everyone from Loretta Lynn to Gillian Welch, but none of the comparisons are quite accurate, no matter how flattering. Her delivery is a home-grown, rootsy style with just enough twang and just enough toughness. For her, and musical partner Jeff Burke however, it's all about the songs.
 
Burke, for his part, rolls through the Jeff & Vida catalogue with the same intensity and focus: “I love trying to bring these songs to life with a guitar or mandolin by adding different rhythms or hooks, or whatever helps get the songs across.” In addition, Burke adds his voice to almost every song, finding its way in, out, above and around Vida’s: another tool in their sonic arsenal. 
 
Although they have lived in Nashville since Hurricane Katrina devastated their New Orleans home in 2005, Burke and Wakeman have carried the musical roots they discovered and nurtured in The Big Easy to Music City. That is, strong songwriting, solid performances, and a love and dedication to the craft that is exuded in both their albums and live performances. In a musical landscape where artists are increasingly distinguishing themselves from the pack with cheap tricks and gimmicks, Jeff & Vida distinguish themselves by their stripped down and solid musical performances and the unassuming attitude with which they ply their trade.
 
After all, it’s hard to categorize this modern American duo. Vida, born in California and raised in Europe until she was seventeen, and Jeff who made his home in the New Jersey suburbs before moving to New York City where the two met and started combining their talents to produce music that was solidly based in Southern roots traditions. Their large North American following is there for the music, and Jeff & Vida leave it to others to determine whether they are country or Americana or bluegrass or rockabilly or some other, wholly-original category. 
 
Between having appeared on the latest Jim White album Transnormal Skiperoo, having songs featured in film, and a star-making appearance in a recent New York Times feature story on the burgeoning East Nashville alt-country scene alongside Gillian Welch, Old Crow Medicine Show, Todd Snider and Diana Jones, Jeff & Vida continue to meet with success by sticking to what got them there in the first place: a no frills, honest and imaginative approach to music and a drive to continue to make music they would love to hear.
 
Jeff & Vida will be touring Ireland & the UK from August · See below for full itinerary
 
WWW.JEFFANDVIDA.COM 
 
“In a city that values its rhinestones, they are managing to make music that is real and true, the thing itself as opposed to a parody of the thing. Theirs are the songs you long to hear late at night on the interstate, in pool halls and smoky whiskey bars.” New York Times
 
“Unclassifiable but terrific: New Orleans' Jeff & Vida Band, a bluegrass-influenced group with a bluesiness at its core and a powerful stage presence.” No Depression
 
“Jeff & Vida may as well have been spoon-fed grits in a Nashville manger. As true as just about any old-timey country and bluegrass you'll hear these days.” Creative Loafing
 
JEFF & VIDA IRELAND/UK TOUR 2009
 
AUGUST 
Thurs 13                      Belfast                                    Black Box   
                                                                                                02890 244400 / www.blackboxbelfast.com 
Fri 14                           Grange                                   Barry’s Public House   
                             Co. Sligo, Ireland                                      +353 (0)71 917 3111 / www.barryspublichouse.com 
Sat 15                          Enniskillen                             Higher Bridges Gallery 
                                                Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland                       028 6632 5050   
Sun 16                         Belfast                                     Belfast Maritime Festival - Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge
                                                                                    Custom House Square (NB. Afternoon Performance) / www.gotobelfast.com/tallships2009  
Mon 17                        Buncrana                               Rodden’s    
                                   Co. Donegal, Ireland
Weds 19                      Listowel                                  St. Johns Arts Centre   
                                        Co. Kerry, Ireland                                     +353 (0)68 22566 / www.stjohnstheatrelistowel.com 
Fri 21                           Galway                                   The Crane   
                                        Co. Galway Ireland                                   +353 (0)91 587419 / www.thecranebar.com 
Sun 23                         Carrig-On-Bannow               Colfers Pub    
                                                Co. Wexford, Ireland                                +353 (0)51 561159                
Mon 24                        Clonmel                                  The Platform at Gleeson’s    
                             Co. Tipperary, Ireland                               +353 (0)52 66320 / www.myspace.com/theplatformgleesons 
Weds 26                      Chief’s                                    Cashel 
                                                Co. Tipperary, Ireland                               +353 (0)62 65774 / www.chiefspub.ie 
Thurs 27                      Longford                                Keogh’s    
                                   Co. Longford, Ireland                               +353 (0)43 49907
Fri 28 - Sun 30 inc.      Dunmore East                       Dunmore East Bluegrass Festival    
                                    Co. Waterford Ireland                               +353 51 878832 / bluegrass@eircom.net
Mon 31                        Kilworth                                  Village Arts Centre      
                                        Co. Cork, Ireland                                     +353 (0)87 792 1771
SEPTEMBER
Tues 1                         Ballymore Eustace               Mick Murphy’s    
                                   Co. Kildare, Ireland                                   +353 (0)45 864017
Weds 2                        Killyleagh                               The Dufferin Arms   
                                          Co. Down, N. Ireland                               028 44821182
Sat 5-Sun 6                  Castletown, Omagh             Appalachian & Bluegrass Music Festival
                                          Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland                             028 8224 3292 / http://www.folkpark.com/whats_on/events/?article=1547 
Thurs 10                      Leicester                                The Musician                           
                                                                                0116 251 0080 /     www.themusicianpub.co.uk                                                 £TBC, 8pm
Fri 11                           Crawley                                  The Hawth Theatre                 
                                                                                01293 553636 / www.hawth.co.uk                                                                      £13 /£11 conc., 8pm
Sat 12                          London                                   The Green Note    
                                                                          020 7485 9899 / www.greennote.co.uk                                                               £TBC, 9pm
Sun 13                         Birmingham                          Kitchen Garden Café 
                                                                    0121 443 4725 / www.kitchengardencafe.co.uk                                                 £10 adv £12 door, 7pm
Mon 14                        Bristol                                     The Prom    
                                                                                0117 942 7319 / www.theprom.co.uk                                                                 Free, 8pm
Weds 16                      Durham                                 Gala Theatre    
                                                                                0191 332 4041 / www.galadurham.co.uk                                                            £12/£10 conc., 7.45pm
Thurs 17                      Garstang                                Garstang-Unplugged at The Kenlis Arms 
                                   Lancashire                                    01995 602795 or 603307/ www.garstangunplugged.com                                 £TBC, 8.30pm
Fri 18                           Cardiff                                    Boomswinger Bluegrass Club at the Mackintosh Institute                                                                              
                                                                                    029 2045 0514 / www.myspace.com/boomswingerbluegrassclubcardiff        £8/£10, 8pm
Sat 19                          Barnsley                                 House Concert                                                
                                                                                        www.wombwellfolk.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk                                                       £Donation, 8pm
Weds 23                      St Ives                                     St Ives September Festival at The Western Hotel    
                                                                                                01736 798577 or 366077 / www.stivesseptemberfestival.co.uk                        £9 adv / £11 door, 8.30pm
Thurs 24                      Budleigh Salterton                Otterton Mill    
                                        Devon                                                       01395 568 008 / www.ottertonmill.com                                                             £TBC, 8pm
Fri 25                           Ivybridge                                The Watermark Arts Centre
                                            Devon                                                      01752 892220 / www.ivybridgewatermark.co.uk                                                £9/£10, 7.45pm
Sat 26                          Frome                                     The Merlin Theatre    
                                        Somerset                                                   01373 465949 / www.merlintheatre.co.uk                                                          £TBC, 7pm
 
 
For further information, interview requests, guest lists etc. please contact: Geraint Jones @ G Promo PR
Phone: 01584 873211 · Mobile: 07855 724798 · Email: GPromo@btinternet.com
