INTERNATIONAL BLUEGRASS BANDS @ IBMA WORLD OF BLUEGRASS

http://www.ibma.org
info@ibma.org
My name is Hannah Johnson and I sing and play in The Toy Hearts bluegrass band from Birmingham, UK. This year our band performed at some ‘After Hours Showcases’ at IBMA and attended the International Summit Meeting in Nashville, Tennessee. During the Summit many salient points were raised, including the discussion of promoting and witnessing a larger International representation at IBMA World of Bluegrass in the future. After organising our band's trip in 2008 and having learnt about applying for showcase slots, I volunteered to write a statement advising how bands can best go about making similar approaches. Performing at IBMA really was an amazing experience and provided a truly unique opportunity for networking and making contacts. For any International bluegrass band considering applying… DO! You may not get much sleep, but you will have the time of your life! It is never too early to start thinking about applications, and the next IBMA will be held:

September 28 - October 4, 2009: Nashville, TN
Official Showcases & "After Hours"

One of the most important aspects of the World of Bluegrass events are naturally the performances!

Applying to get involved in IBMA, for me, felt a little daunting at first, but the application processes for both official and unofficial showcases are relatively straightforward and comprehensive.

There are two main types of showcase:

1.) Official Showcases – Selected by an IBMA Committee.

2.) After Hours Showcases – These are run by individual hosts that range from booking entertainment agencies, instrument makers, to bluegrass associations. It is a band's responsibility to contact such organisations and request for a showcase slot.
Applying for an Official Showcase Slot – 

This needs to be done through the IBMA website, where an application process needs to be carried out. Instructions can be found at:

http://www.ibma.org/Articles/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=995920
The copied information from the IBMA website best describes the process of application, stating how and what you need to do: 
Official Showcases

There are 19 acts selected to appear as "official showcase acts" during the Business Conference. Acts selected for these official IBMA Showcases have to apply for these opportunities and are selected by the IBMA Showcase Committee. 

Submissions for the 2009 Conference are being accepted now.
Showcase Artists Sought for IBMA Business Conference 2009, DEADLINE: JANUARY 15, 2009
In an effort to promote bluegrass and related forms of music, IBMA hosts artist showcase performances which help meet the industry’s need to see what’s new in the music, as well as open doors for acts by creating an opportunity to present themselves at the World of Bluegrass Business Conference. These presentations are one of the primary highlights of IBMA’s convention, where more than 1800 music industry leaders gather annually. Bands who apply to showcase at World of Bluegrass in Nashville next year are not required to be IBMA members, but are asked to submit a $15 fee to help defray the expenses associated with the selection process. Artists invited to showcase are extended complimentary registration for the full conference, but they must pay an additional $150 showcase fee and must be (or become) IBMA members upon accepting the invitation. The showcases are designed to introduce any one or all of the following to the bluegrass industry:

· Emerging talent capable and willing to broaden their market

· Established bands who have significant changes in their act

· Artists who have significant, new recorded product.

The board-appointed Talent Committee’s selection process involves a fair, but subjective evaluation based on each applicant’s entertainment value, level of professionalism, potential appeal and quality of work. Depending on the number of acts which apply, the selection process takes approximately three months. IBMA makes the full selection criteria available upon request.

The dates for World of Bluegrass 2009 are September 28-October 4.

APPLICATION PROCESS FOR 2009 SHOWCASES:
Any act wishing to showcase at the 2009 IBMA Business Conference should submit the following to IBMA by January 15, 2009:

· Five complete promotional packages for each act making application, including five copies of a representative recording of the act’s work (CD or cassette—please remove any shrink wrapping)

· Complete contact information on the group

· A $15 application fee, payable to IBMA.

Send all submission packages to: IBMA Talent Committee, 2 Music Circle South, Ste. 100, Nashville, TN 37203, USA.

Applying for an After Hours Slot – 

This process, being the responsibility of the artist, is a little more complicated and time consuming as it requires good organisational skills and initiative. All information regarding the ‘After Hours’ Showcase can be found at:

http://www.ibma.org/events.programs/wob/afterhours.asp
Firstly, I took the list of hosts for 2007 (below is the current list for 2008) and put each individual host into internet search engine Google. Once I had found the hosts website, I went on it and took down all the contact information available, ideally this is an email address and a contact name. Once I had an email contact list for as many hosts as I could find, I compiled what I call a ‘media promotional package’ to send to each host.  The Toy Hearts media promotional package compiled:

1.) Main email body – Who we are, what we do, why we are contacting the host, our achievements, all contact information.

2.) Attachment 1 – Press Photograph – This was a good quality group shot from our new album that best represents our image. 

3.) Attachment 2 – An MP3 from our new album – A song that we felt best represents our live sound and style.

Once I had sent an email to each of the hosts on my list, I compiled three different response categories:

1.) Yes

2.) No

3.) No response – Contacts to chase 

For the hosts that didn’t respond, I would chase up with another email or via another method, telephone, letter etc. This can sometimes be tricky, as you don’t want to bug people, however, the worst they can say is no, so it is definitely worth it! Often, the ‘no’ responses we had were so nice and friendly, inviting us to go to the suite to say hello anyway…. We did, and made contacts for next year… so it really is worth the risk of possibly coming across as pushy or annoying. This also leads me on to another point, which is not to apply late! We weren’t sure exactly if we would make IBMA 2008 and so applied late… this made the job much more difficult. Many of the suites are keen to have international representation and if you get in there early your chances will only be higher!

**N.B** The list of hosts is not definite, there will be some exactly the same, but a new list will be posted on the IBMA website nearer the WOB 2009 date. You need to check this regularly, as when the new list is up, you will need to go through the process again for any new hosts.

Below I have copied the information given by IBMA about everything you need to know concerning ‘After Hours’ Showcases: 

After Hours

The "After Hours" shows and hospitality functions also take place throughout the week and are hosted by various groups, organizations and companies. They're valuable as an informal means of presenting talent and focusing on different products and services for attendees. 

The "Hosts" of these after hours events select, coordinate and book the talent they want to appear directly. IBMA does not coordinate talent for after hours functions and does not comp any tickets for participants of the after hours functions. These presentations are part of the overall event, are ticketed and do require conference registration to attend.

Want to PLAY in an After Hours Room?
If you are an artist looking to book your act in after hours rooms with other hosts - it is up to you to contact hosts and form those relationships. Below is a list of the After Hours hosts who presented in 2008.

Hosts will typically not begin securing space for the 2009 events until late spring/early summer 2009. They may begin securing talent before securing their room if there are acts whom they have relationships with. Again, it is up to the artists to reach out to hosts and make those connections.

2008 After Hours Hosts

Huck Finn Jubilee

DC Bluegrass Union

Bronzewound Bluegrass

Colorado Case Company

Good Home Grown Music

European Bluegrass Music Association

ROE Entertainment

Rebel Records

Bluegrass Virginia

Proulx Guitars & Mandolins

Bluegrass Association of Maine

South Florida Bluegrass Association

Patuxent Music

Northern Indiana Bluegrass Association

Colorado Bluegrass Music Society

The Bluegrass Hotel

Pinecastle Records

New England Bluegrass Coalition

All4Hym

Deering Banjos

Keith Case & Associates

Gibson

Pickin' In Parsons

LouBell Records

Midnight Ramblers

Kindred Records

TG2 Artists

JSJ Music

C.F. Martin & Co.

Acoustic Music Camp & Bluegrass Heritage Foundation

Hope River Entertainment

I hope that this information is of help! For anyone that would like to ask any questions please feel free to email me at: hannahgjohnson@hotmail.co.uk and I will try my best to answer/help. 

