G-Runs & Roses in Switzerland and Germany, 9–10 July 2009

Last Thursday and Friday, the international formation G-Runs & Roses – the second placed European Bluegrass Band 2009 – paid a flying visit in Switzerland and Germany. 

Because some of their band members are on holiday, they came in this line up: Ralph Schut (NL) mandolin, Ondra Kozak guitar, and Tomas Kubin bass – both from CZ. Filip Bato on banjo and their youngest member, twenty-year-old fiddle-player Martin Burza, are from Slovakia.

The first bluegrass concert in a new club, Vögis Chäller Rümlang, was a great success. It was well visited, although for the most people there it was a new kind of music, I think. The band played more then three hours completely acoustically, no microphone stands disturbed the sight of the performers.

Ralph Schut guided us through the program with his charming German speeches. The audience loved their virtuosic playing and sweet three-part harmony vocals. In the middle of the evening they invited their Swiss friend Tom Bodenmann from the Bluegrass Family on stage and play with him the instrumental 'Rebecca'. Then the Dutchman Ralph sang the first Czech song written by the famous Czech bluegrass songwriter Petr Kus, 'Zlata Rybka' (the Golden Fish). 

Ralph is living in the Czech Republic for more then seven years now. Originally he came there to have an opportunity to play with young musicians on his level. He stayed and plays now in three Czech and Slovak bands, in each of them on a different instrument: banjo, mandolin, & guitar. And he already speaks Czech and Slovak fluently.

It was time for Ondra Kozak and Ralph playing 'Alabama Jubilee' on two guitars and so they introduced us their new instruction video for guitar players called Bluegrass & country. Bluegrass, country covers, instrumentals, even some newgrass, and their own songs from their last recording Learning to fly followed.

After three hours the audience had still did not had enough. Several people told me it was the first time in their life they had seen such instrumental virtuosity and heard beautiful vocals without any technical aids.

After three sets the concert suppose to be over, the band left and only the bass player remained on stage, but they had to return and play several encores almost till midnight. I was just sorry that only five SBMA members found their way to concert. The rest missed a great event.

On the way to Germany Friday, we stopped to see the beautiful Rhine Falls. The band played in Big Herbert’s club in 'Alte Sportheim Illerberg', Vöhringen. They were there before, so we could see a lot of familiar faces.

Another three hours of music followed and everybody seemed to have fun. At the end some people wanted to hear also some songs with Czech lyrics, after the only one was Ralph’s 'Zlata rybka'. So Ondra sang for the last encore the old Greenhorns Czech version of 'Folsom Prison Blues' – 'Muj deda bejval blazen…' The Czech part of the audience sang along. During the very last instrumental Ralph introduced the band again. It was almost midnight when it was finally over. What an evening! Thank you Herbert and all the Illertal Cowboys for the great night! 

Ondra Kozak and Ralph Schut are already on their way to the Risør Festival in Norway to teach there on the guitar workshop.
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