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From the 2007 European World of Bluegrass, here is further proof that Mr. Monroe touched the world with his music.   Produced by Liz Meyer and Strictly Country Records of the Netherlands, this disc is a collection of twenty-six performances from May, 2007 and represents about a dozen countries.  

There is a rich mixture of classic and original compositions, as well as highly polished and rough-hewn performances.  All are enjoyable and enlightening.  The USA is well represented by Claire Lynch ( “Further in the Hole”), Dan Paisley (“My Home’s Across the Blue Ridge Mountains”), and Si Kahn (“Goodbye Monday Blues”), but the real joy is hearing bands from countries such as the Czech Republic ( six different bands!), the Netherlands, Italy, England, France and Germany.  

There is nothing second-rate here – the music and musicianship are top notch and I would challenge an American listener to identify these as European.   I particularly enjoyed the G2 Bluegrass Band’s (Sweden) “What Would I Say.” “Hillbilly Twist” by 4-Wheel Drive (The Netherlands), “One Bad Case of the Blues” by the Looping Brothers, and “Wooden Shoes” by the Blue Mountain Boys (Sweden), but there are many others worthy of mention.

When someone begins to worry about the future of bluegrass, they should play this CD.   And there are two very good reasons for American bluegrass bands to listen to this disc: 1) to discover some very good new songs, and 2) to hear how good their competition has become! ~ DRD

