6th Annual Traditional Bluegrass Festival Ostruzno 2009, Czech Republic

Lilly Pavlak reports: 

This festival, probably the only one of its kind in Europe, took place 28-29 August in the beautiful Bohemian Paradise near Jičín. It was dedicated to memory of our beloved friend Milan 'Stranger' Leppelt, who recently passed away. He looked at us from a picture on the stage all weekend long. 





Brzdari 




Petr Kus & Famy 




Petr Brandejs Band 




Kreni 

Friday program started at 6 p.m. Nine bands were performing that night: Brzdari, Minigrass (the only 'foreign' band, from Slovakia), Drevena Trava, Duo Ralph Schut & Radek Vankat, Petr Kus & Famy, Rusty Strings, Petr Brandejs Band, and BlueRej (actually the reunion of the famous band Modrina) with beautiful vocals and lot of Seldom Scene songs. The highlight of the night was Kreni, who recently won as the best European band in the international band contest in La Roche-sur-Foron, France. 




The night jam sessions lasted till the next morning. Then new fresh musicians started a new one, just before the last ones went to bed... 




Vetraci, with Honza Macak in the middle 




Dessert 

Sunday program started at 2 p.m. with the oldest active band, Vetraci, with Honza Macak on banjo. Honza is the founder of Banjo Jamboree, the oldest bluegrass festival in Europe. Country Coctail - as reunion of the legendary band Zvonky, Dessert with two female singers, the Log), Honza Bican & Co., Manana Bluegrass Band (with the only female Czech dobro player I know), Kasperle band - for me premiere, also with two female singers. I really like them very much. Funny Grass, Wyrton, Benefit, Goodwill. As surprise, a new band from Prague named Bee Line. 




Blackjack 




Relief 

The finale belonged to Blackjack. Everybody was waiting for the best vocal band in Europe, Relief, whose members are seldom seen together, because they play in four different professional formations. It was nice that we could enjoy Blackjack longer than planned. Relief started long past midnight, with their incomparable vocals. They had to play several encores, before the enthusiastic audience let them go. Somebody even moved the stepladder to the stage, so the band could not leave... What a conclusion of a great festival! 




Many thanks to the promoter and sponsor Jiri Toman and his partner in life Marcella Machova for this unforgettable weekend. 




