37th annual Banjo Jamboree Caslav, Czech Republic 

The oldest bluegrass festival in Europe

Between June 19th and 21st the Banjo Jamboree took place in Caslav. It was very cold and rainy, so maybe this time less people came than the other years. But anyway the festival was very well attended. Bluegrass audiences seem to be quite waterproof.

Friday at 6 p.m. the program started with Country Cocktail, Jiri Kralik & Rowdy Rascals, Flashback, Blue Gate. The only American guest was Jimmy Bozeman with his Czech band Lazy Pigs. Then came the great Slovak band Blueland and the famous COP. The highlight of the evening was Relief, with their fabulous vocals. After the concert many jam sessions went till the dawn.

Saturday gave us a little sunshine and the Final Band Contest on an open stage. Four winners of the regional contests competed for the opportunity to play in the main program: Candy Floss from Slovakia, Barbecue, Manana BG Band and Ptacoroko. The jury and audience were the same meaning and so the Barbecue band won. They will represent Czech Republic next year on the EWOB in Holland. Also play in the main program of BJ 2010.

The afternoon started at 1 p.m. with Kvintet, the last year contest winner Goodwill, Brzdari – an old band with 35 years tradition – Benefit, another bluegrass veterans Poutnici, who started already in 1970, and a very traditional band, Drevena Trava. During the afternoon the best Czech and Slovak instrumentalists gave workshops on their instruments: Fiddle, Guitar, Banjo, Mandolin, Dobro and Bass. Visitors also had an opportunity to visit the Instruments exhibition, made by Rosta Capek, Jaroslav Prucha, Ondra Holoubek and others, buy CDs from the performing musicians and in the Lyra CD stand.

At 5 p.m. all the banjo players gathered on the stage for the traditional Banjo Players Photo. This year it was pretty poor, only twenty-two banjers.

The last year winners were proclaimed:

Banjo player of the Year 2008       Petr Brandejs

Mandolin                                          Zdenek Jahoda       

Fiddle                                                David Koutsky      

Dobro                                                Radek Vankat

Bass                                                   Pavel Peroutka

Guitar                                                Ondra Kozak

Female singer                                   Vilma Orlitova

Male singer                                       Zbynek Bures

Because not everybody was present, some of the second, or third placed came on stage with the All Stars Band. 

The festival got closer to the finale. Sunny Side (3rd place Audience Popularity Award in Holland), Petr Brandejs Band, BG Cvrkot, Kreni (3rd place European Band of the Year in Holland), Blackjack (1st place Audience Popularity Award in Holland) came straight from the Col des Roches bluegrass festival in Switzerland. Then the legendary Blanket, who started already in 1983 and the renewal of the old TOP Slovak band 29 Strings. 

In conclusion of the night came on the stage Robert Krestan & Druha Trava with his guests Katka Garcia and the old country legend Pavel Bobek. It was long past midnight and very cold, but musicians were jamming till the dawn again.

Members of the Czech Bluegrass Association had a meeting Sunday morning at 10 a.m. But I was already on my way to Brno with some friends…

We all are looking for the next Banjo Jamboree in 2010. Thanks to the promoters, volunteers and all the performing musicians. It was SUPER!!!

Lilly Pavlak in Buelach, July 5th, 2009

