24th annual Bluegrass Festival Thun, Switzerland July 4th, 2009

The most scenic place for a festival is a little island named Grundeninseli in the Lake of Thun, connected with mainland with a little wooden bridge. If the weather is nice, you could see a beautiful panorama of Eiger, Monch, and Jungfrau. We were not so happy this year, but anyway we saw enough. The weather forecast promised heavy thunderstorms, so we were happy it was not so bad. Everything was perfectly prepared, the stand with food, drinks, CDs and so on. A big tent supposed to protect the audience from the sun, or rain (it was more rain than sunshine). Several thunderstorms passed by and the view on the lake was just glorious.

On this festival there are always four bands playing two sets, one in the afternoon, and one in the evening. It is admission free, but everybody can buy a button, or of course food and drinks to help to cover the expenses.

Opening band was Timbertrain. Five musicians from Switzerland and Germany with beautiful, mostly traditional and some contemporary pieces. 

As usual on this festival, which is supposed to be for broad audiences, not only bluegrass, every year there is a band that is not bluegrass. This year it was the Kim Carson Band from Texas and Louisiana.

Bluegrass Stuff from Italy is the most loved band on this festival. People want them almost every year. Massimo Gatti the mandolin virtuoso, Perry Meroni with his Lester-Flatt-like lead vocal and comedy, Dino Barbe on the banjo, Leo di Giacomo’s masterful guitar, and on the bass, the youngest member, 14 years old Icaro Gatti, Massimo's son. As usual, their performance was pure joy, not for the audience only. Not until several encores they finally were allowed to go from the stage.

Final act for this afternoon was an international formation, Matching Ties. The lead guitar player, Paul Stowe, is an American from Salt Lake City, living in Germany for ages. An Englishman, Trevor Morris, plays the mandolin, mandola, and bouzouki. The fiddler George Baehr and on the bass Thomas Kaertner are both from Germany.  They played also some Irish and cover songs. The band performs around Europe since 1986! 

In the dinner break several jam session were held. After the break the festival team came on stage to say thanks and good-bye to the long years Committee president Peter Trachsler, who will retire from his function. Then the program started again.

Unfortunately, I did not find anybody from my area there, so I had to go home by train. I must leave early to get home in time. I was really sorry; because the weather was clearing slowly and maybe that night even the high mountain came out from the clouds. On the way to the train station I made some more pictures.

What a great event! Thanks to whole festival team, all the volunteers and the sponsors who made the festival possible. Hope next year the weather will be better. 

In Buelach July 5th, 2009 Lilly Pavlak

